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The Illawarra hotel to grow and distil its own

By Connor Pearce

Updated April 14 2022 - 8�35am, first published April 12 2022 - 6�25pm

Farm manager Liam Fraser at the Smith Street Distillery. Picture: Robert Peet

Passing through the gates at 100 Smith Street the smell that one

notices isn't one that you would expect at a former car wash.

Instead, the faint smell of fertiliser is present, a hint at how the site

is being transformed.
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Ryan Aitchison, publican at The Illawarra hotel, has taken the keys

to the light industrial plot and is turning it into a farm and distillery,

to supply his pub, smells and all. 

Read more: Didn't get the job? UOW researcher uncovers bias in HR

software

Already, the small parcel of land is supplying a good chunk of the

pub kitchen with herbs such as basil, parsley, cos lettuce, chives and

tomatoes.

At the back, the �nal touches on a chicken coop are being �nalised

and soon - pending DA approval, the site will begin producing

spirits for the pub.

Rather than being Wollongong's latest cellar door or brew pub,

Smiths Street Distillery and Vinery, as it is called, is about reducing

waste, creating a more sustainable product for punters at The

Illawarra and a unique recruitment tool. 

Ad

Global Trade Starts Here
Alibaba.com

News Home Share

https://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/7696387/didnt-get-the-job-uow-researcher-uncovers-bias-in-hr-software/?cs=300
https://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/6629735/first-look-inside-wollongongs-new-wine-cellar-door/
https://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/7617264/new-fairy-meadow-brewery-is-keeping-all-things-local/?cs=300
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CcClezMuSYunIC82pz7sPwfGOuAb9yurraZ_sharwDpvs2L-FIxABINvxuVdgpYCAgJABoAG635v5A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDywSqBIoDT9DFji6TH9h43uHgISyjubkYXjoNbKQ7TeMoQCoCHyMKWFy6xh95MSeZmLDh7WgzhiKRNQMS1GD8wJd8rXWdLi8fLCyZLvdvX45lGiRz3P8A3TtOL-HcV3eM43CpNWxblLDidn_fXD2y_3dNp7AyrqE9oPAvu99_86Xhv6qBdl5QsWbrCujC6lMoRUZOAF3WAZrHr-qFAJ65OWy8nug9kd41v4bMfJ6sZQ1C4kebI3mzMgMXeDIop0nc6o3et7gm8syMqG19hP5oUNZnHcGEIJc0uDyDSZA7BV2M_WsQbzAEVSR4r3mEbj_ngqT5RdcuTz6gtkFjbHI3ohBGBVZnSSZxDTe9mWHrBfYfQdRbbaSM8wvoNn2l1xW3klU0SBN06cQAEr8W_3RU5Ciwcj-VnHluLTD-qYuMxoE3aAzFAhcN3Pq086mtFPy2g1RWXq8ZHQM7augS4b8Xi4q8RGGdyhUTeGuqj43ZQz9WD1PIWAMoskCkMV9EDIj-608MnbnKP4gFYq_y25pTBcAE6avI8fID4AQB-gUGCCUQARgAoAYugAfNg_jSAagHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAHSCAcIgGEQARgdgAoDkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJeRoOaON53W_wJUpSGrVUQMNCEbZJ0a3FzIm1fEPk4f2b5hi6HM&sig=AOD64_10BU79cu15PoKTAr9aHGwWxZuBWQ&client=ca-pub-7888676654047393&nb=19&adurl=https://www.alibaba.com/premium/decorative%2Bflowers%2Band%2Bplants.html%3Fsrc%3Dsem_ggl%26mark%3Ddrm0611%26tagId%3D201606507%26product_id%3D60377126938%26pcate%3D201606507%26cid%3D201606507%26ali_creative_id%3De748354b7988b056f730bb6994546fc1%26src%3Dsem_ggl%26cmpgn%3D15420037146%26adgrp%3D133919020521%26fditm%3D%26tgt%3Daud-1204066596379%26locintrst%3D%26locphyscl%3D9071849%26mtchtyp%3D%26ntwrk%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26dvcmdl%3D%26creative%3D565424962993%26plcmnt%3Dwww.illawarramercury.com.au%26plcmntcat%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A6592546429%26p1%3D%26p2%3D%26aceid%3D%26position%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI6d7R8caD-AIVzdRzAR3BuANnEAEYASABEgKT8_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CcClezMuSYunIC82pz7sPwfGOuAb9yurraZ_sharwDpvs2L-FIxABINvxuVdgpYCAgJABoAG635v5A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDywSqBIoDT9DFji6TH9h43uHgISyjubkYXjoNbKQ7TeMoQCoCHyMKWFy6xh95MSeZmLDh7WgzhiKRNQMS1GD8wJd8rXWdLi8fLCyZLvdvX45lGiRz3P8A3TtOL-HcV3eM43CpNWxblLDidn_fXD2y_3dNp7AyrqE9oPAvu99_86Xhv6qBdl5QsWbrCujC6lMoRUZOAF3WAZrHr-qFAJ65OWy8nug9kd41v4bMfJ6sZQ1C4kebI3mzMgMXeDIop0nc6o3et7gm8syMqG19hP5oUNZnHcGEIJc0uDyDSZA7BV2M_WsQbzAEVSR4r3mEbj_ngqT5RdcuTz6gtkFjbHI3ohBGBVZnSSZxDTe9mWHrBfYfQdRbbaSM8wvoNn2l1xW3klU0SBN06cQAEr8W_3RU5Ciwcj-VnHluLTD-qYuMxoE3aAzFAhcN3Pq086mtFPy2g1RWXq8ZHQM7augS4b8Xi4q8RGGdyhUTeGuqj43ZQz9WD1PIWAMoskCkMV9EDIj-608MnbnKP4gFYq_y25pTBcAE6avI8fID4AQB-gUGCCUQARgAoAYugAfNg_jSAagHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAHSCAcIgGEQARgdgAoDkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJeRoOaON53W_wJUpSGrVUQMNCEbZJ0a3FzIm1fEPk4f2b5hi6HM&sig=AOD64_10BU79cu15PoKTAr9aHGwWxZuBWQ&client=ca-pub-7888676654047393&nb=9&adurl=https://www.alibaba.com/premium/decorative%2Bflowers%2Band%2Bplants.html%3Fsrc%3Dsem_ggl%26mark%3Ddrm0611%26tagId%3D201606507%26product_id%3D60377126938%26pcate%3D201606507%26cid%3D201606507%26ali_creative_id%3De748354b7988b056f730bb6994546fc1%26src%3Dsem_ggl%26cmpgn%3D15420037146%26adgrp%3D133919020521%26fditm%3D%26tgt%3Daud-1204066596379%26locintrst%3D%26locphyscl%3D9071849%26mtchtyp%3D%26ntwrk%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26dvcmdl%3D%26creative%3D565424962993%26plcmnt%3Dwww.illawarramercury.com.au%26plcmntcat%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A6592546429%26p1%3D%26p2%3D%26aceid%3D%26position%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI6d7R8caD-AIVzdRzAR3BuANnEAEYASABEgKT8_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CoY46zMuSYunIC82pz7sPwfGOuAb9yurraZ_sharwDpvs2L-FIxABINvxuVdgpYCAgJABoAG635v5A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDywSqBIoDT9DFji6TH9h43uHgISyjubkYXjoNbKQ7TeMoQCoCHyMKWFy6xh95MSeZmLDh7WgzhiKRNQMS1GD8wJd8rXWdLi8fLCyZLvdvX45lGiRz3P8A3TtOL-HcV3eM43CpNWxblLDidn_fXD2y_3dNp7AyrqE9oPAvu99_86Xhv6qBdl5QsWbrCujC6lMoRUZOAF3WAZrHr-qFAJ65OWy8nug9kd41v4bMfJ6sZQ1C4kebI3mzMgMXeDIop0nc6o3et7gm8syMqG19hP5oUNZnHcGEIJc0uDyDSZA7BV2M_WsQbzAEVSR4r3mEbj_ngqT5RdcuTz6gtkFjbHI3ohBGBVZnSSZxDTe9mWHrBfYfQdRbbaSM8wvoNn2l1xW3klU0SBN06cQAEr8W_3RU5Ciwcj-VnHluLTD-qYuMxoE3aAzFAhcN3Pq086mtFPy2g1RWXq8ZHQM7augS4b8Xi4q8RGGdyhUTeGuqj43ZQz9WD1PIWAMoskCkMV9EDIj-608MnbnKP4gFYq_y25pTBcAE6avI8fID4AQB-gUGCCUQARgBoAYugAfNg_jSAagHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACALSCAcIgGEQARgdgAoDkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJeRoOaON53W_wJUpSGrVUQMNCEbZJ0a3FzIm1fEPk4f2b5hi6HM&sig=AOD64_0vf28D2mOOgH4O12CJd63jFkus6Q&client=ca-pub-7888676654047393&nb=9&adurl=https://www.alibaba.com/premium/garden%2Blandscaping%2B%26%2Bdecking.html%3Fsrc%3Dsem_ggl%26mark%3Ddrm0611%26tagId%3D12504%26product_id%3D62024940776%26pcate%3D100008969%26cid%3D100008969%26ali_creative_id%3Dcc7f4437e18aed65f206852722471c4a%26src%3Dsem_ggl%26cmpgn%3D15420037146%26adgrp%3D133919020521%26fditm%3D%26tgt%3Daud-1204066596379%26locintrst%3D%26locphyscl%3D9071849%26mtchtyp%3D%26ntwrk%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26dvcmdl%3D%26creative%3D565424962993%26plcmnt%3Dwww.illawarramercury.com.au%26plcmntcat%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A6592546429%26p1%3D%26p2%3D%26aceid%3D%26position%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI6d7R8caD-AIVzdRzAR3BuANnEAEYASACEgIkpvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CRssmzMuSYunIC82pz7sPwfGOuAb9yurraZ_sharwDpvs2L-FIxABINvxuVdgpYCAgJABoAG635v5A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDywSqBIoDT9DFji6TH9h43uHgISyjubkYXjoNbKQ7TeMoQCoCHyMKWFy6xh95MSeZmLDh7WgzhiKRNQMS1GD8wJd8rXWdLi8fLCyZLvdvX45lGiRz3P8A3TtOL-HcV3eM43CpNWxblLDidn_fXD2y_3dNp7AyrqE9oPAvu99_86Xhv6qBdl5QsWbrCujC6lMoRUZOAF3WAZrHr-qFAJ65OWy8nug9kd41v4bMfJ6sZQ1C4kebI3mzMgMXeDIop0nc6o3et7gm8syMqG19hP5oUNZnHcGEIJc0uDyDSZA7BV2M_WsQbzAEVSR4r3mEbj_ngqT5RdcuTz6gtkFjbHI3ohBGBVZnSSZxDTe9mWHrBfYfQdRbbaSM8wvoNn2l1xW3klU0SBN06cQAEr8W_3RU5Ciwcj-VnHluLTD-qYuMxoE3aAzFAhcN3Pq086mtFPy2g1RWXq8ZHQM7augS4b8Xi4q8RGGdyhUTeGuqj43ZQz9WD1PIWAMoskCkMV9EDIj-608MnbnKP4gFYq_y25pTBcAE6avI8fID4AQB-gUGCCUQARgCoAYugAfNg_jSAagHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAPSCAcIgGEQARgdgAoDkAsDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJeRoOaON53W_wJUpSGrVUQMNCEbZJ0a3FzIm1fEPk4f2b5hi6HM&sig=AOD64_3iDPwzovwhg0i_nHL2pJnLEihDkQ&client=ca-pub-7888676654047393&nb=9&adurl=https://www.alibaba.com/premium/garden%2Blandscaping%2B%26%2Bdecking.html%3Fsrc%3Dsem_ggl%26mark%3Ddrm0611%26tagId%3D12504%26product_id%3D1600091764517%26pcate%3D100008969%26cid%3D100008969%26ali_creative_id%3D8ee72b0ae78227a2760c13119c7c7deb%26src%3Dsem_ggl%26cmpgn%3D15420037146%26adgrp%3D133919020521%26fditm%3D%26tgt%3Daud-1204066596379%26locintrst%3D%26locphyscl%3D9071849%26mtchtyp%3D%26ntwrk%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26dvcmdl%3D%26creative%3D565424962993%26plcmnt%3Dwww.illawarramercury.com.au%26plcmntcat%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A6592546429%26p1%3D%26p2%3D%26aceid%3D%26position%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI6d7R8caD-AIVzdRzAR3BuANnEAEYASADEgIeyvD_BwE
https://www.illawarramercury.com.au/


29/05/2022, 11:26 The Illawarra hotel to grow and distil its own | Illawarra Mercury | Wollongong, NSW

https://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/7697809/an-urban-farm-and-distillery-has-sprung-up-in-inner-city-wollongong/ 3/10

Nikki Aitchison has been a driving force behind the zero-waste concept. Picture: Robert
Peet

"We purchase $500,000 a year of spirits, mainly vodka and gin, so if

we produce our own, we save a huge chunk," Mr Aitchison said.

"We thought we could bank the savings or we could invest them in

creating something that the community would love and set an

example for sustainability."

Working with advice from GreenConnect, organic waste produced in

the pub's kitchen will be turned into fertiliser for the farm and spent

grain used in the brewing process will be given to farmers for

�nishing cattle before they are served up as steaks.

"Nothing gets wasted," said Mr Aitchison. "A sta� member and I

both went down a rabbit hole and it's taken us to same crazy

places."

One of the places that ended up leading to was passionfruit.

According to Mr Aitchison, the only adequate passionfruit liqueur

available is produced internationally, and passionfruit cocktails are

increasingly popular.
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"We have the ability to produce it all here because passionfruits

grow like crazy and produce fruit all year round," he said.

Ryan Aitchison at the Smith Street Distillery. Picture: Robert Peet

In addition to closing the loop on spirits and produce at the pub, Mr

Aitchison has found the idea of growing their own food and drink

has energised his sta�.

At a time when the hospitality industry is facing a critical sta�

shortage, the proposition of tending to the vines in between shifts
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behind the bar, or cultivating herbs when out of the kitchen, has

attracted talent.

"We've just found a great chef, in a time where no one can seem to,

because she loves gardening and the idea of being able to farm her

own food," Mr Aitchison said.

Ultimately, Mr Aitchison said he wants the whole of Wollongong to

bene�t.

ADVERTISEMENT

"It's just really cool to live in a city where you can walk down the

street and eat some fresh stu�. I think it'll add to the Wollongong

experience."

The Illawarra Mercury newsroom is funded by our readers. You can

subscribe to support our journalism here.

Sign up for breaking news emails below ...
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